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In May 1535 Charles V sailed with a great fleet from
Barcelona to attack the Barbary pirates, who under their
commander Chaireddin Barbarossa had established them-
selves in Algiers and Tunis, and ravaged the coasts of Spain
and Italy The pirates were defeated, and Charles took their
capital, Tunis, and in August returned in triumph to Sicily,

In June 1535, Pope Clement being dead, and Alessandro
having in the three years he had been in power so outraged the
Florentines that he had driven a large number of them into
voluntary exile, these jttonisciti determined to send an em-
bassy to the Emperor Charles V, to appeal to him against
the atrocities of his vassal, and to petition for his removal.
The juorusciti^ had always been a recognised party in
Florentine politics, as whichever party was in power caused
a number of the opposite party to quit Florence, either vol-
untaiily for their own safety, or by being exiled. But under
Alessandro 7s evil tyranny they had come to muster unusually
strong.

They selected Ippolito as their ambassador to lay their
petition before the Emperor, the latter being then at Tunis,
on his expedition against the Barbary pirates Ippolito, who
was then at Rome, started upon this journey and got as far
as Itri, near Gaeta, between Rome and Naples; but, while
waiting there for a vessel in which to embark for Tunis, he
was poisoned; and the proof was overwhelming that it was
done by Alessandro. The agent employed was one Giovanni
Andrea of Borgo San Sepolcro, and besides the universal opin-
ion, and the testimony of other historians, Varchi gives proof
which is practically conclusive that he was employed to com-
mit the crime by Alessandro.

Thus died at the age of twenty-six the accomplished and
deservedly popular Ippolito, put out of life (like so many
others) by the detestable youth whom Clement VII had
placed in power in Florence. The assassin, Giovanni Andrea,